Unearthing an Oral History of Food Activism
Program Guide and Call for Artists
The Food System Resiliency Table (The Table) is a regional food policy and programming working
group that brings together community leadership to learn lessons from the COVID-19 pandemic
and ensure diverse groups are leading policy development from their lived experience.
The Table is accepting expressions for a creative partnership to co-create a project that documents
and presents the rich history of our local food system in an accessible and inspiring way.
The Table is seeking an artist who can co-create and accompany our community partners through
a process that captures and documents stories of the lands, waters, creatures, people, and events
that contribute to the rich history of food and food justice in Guelph and Wellington — from time
immemorial to the present day — in a dynamic and memorable way.
This project will support the gathering and sharing of food culture and stories of activism and
social, economic and environmental change. We define activism as: the policy or action of using
vigorous campaigning, advocacy, and care to bring about political or social change.
The successful artistic output and process will express a commitment to unlearn colonised ways of
knowing and engage in a meaningful approach that allows stories, knowledge, and history to
unfold, be gathered and shared. The finished expression will be a compelling and accessible digital
mural/collage that combines audio and visual elements. The Table will host an (in-person)
unveiling event for the finished art form. We also see this final offering as an integral part of our
future presentations at conferences, in-person and online events, that will have an expected reach
of thousands of residents. The unveiling event will also share reflections from the process and
ideas for a permanent artistic expression.

The Artist
The successful applicant will co-host/facilitate a series of public events with The Table with the
intention to ensure that intergenerational voices from diverse cultures, gender expressions, and
perspectives will be woven together. The Artist will take into account and utilise recorded audio,
video and images in their final offering - we are open regarding the format of the finished artform
and will remain in close dialogue with the appointed artist throughout the process.

The successful candidate will be chosen by an Advisory Panel and will be
awarded $3,600 for their work.

Timeline:
● Sept 1 - Public Announcement & Applications open
● Sept 30 - Midnight - Applications close
● Oct 3-14 - Review period
● Oct 17 - 21 Offers

Please read the submissions guidelines below:
Eligibility:
Artist applicants must be at least 18 years old
No formal training is necessary, but applicants must be able to demonstrate a track
record with community engagement and collaborative art, and/or oral history
methodologies.
Provide samples of artistic work highlighting digital media experience.
Having lived/worked/played/healed in Guelph-Wellington is an asset but not a
requirement.

How to Apply:
Applications will be accepted online via Kitchen Table, and must include the following
support materials:
An up to one-page single-sided CV, Résumé or Statement of Work that highlights your
qualifications that are most relevant to this call.
An up to one-page single-sided Concept Description to briefly explain and/or visualise
the process you will take to engage relevant stakeholders.
Three (3) images of your past most relevant work, labelled with the date, title (if it has
one), location and medium.
Proposals should clearly outline your process/approach to engaging with community
members and create the final digital artworks.
The successful candidate’s proposal will:

Demonstrate an awareness of how the food system reflects key issues of social
injustice, equity, race relations and environmental racism.
Speak to historic and current food system social issues and movements within Black
and Indigenous communities, and the importance, benefits and opportunities to build a
better future through inclusion, collaboration and knowledge sharing.
Acknowledge key local partners, events and opportunities to gather stories.
Embody a willingness to participate with humility and openness that centres lived
experiences of community members.
The deadline for this opportunity is September 30th, 2022.
Please don’t hesitate to contact The Table with any questions regarding this call-out:
Ashlee Cooper, ashlee.cooper@guelph.ca
Apply Here

